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The tree walk starts in the Arboretum, across from the
golf course.

The last private owners of the Airthrey Estate were the
Graham family who consulted with the famous Scottish
botanist and plant hunter George Forrest on trees to plant
in the arboretum.

No 2 mo"k’?y P&{zz!{,

Araucaria araucana, common name monkey
puzzle, native to central and southern Chile
and western Argentina.

Introduced to the UK in 1795, it is the
hardiest species in the conifer genus.

If you get the chance to visit Logan
botanic gardens in Dumfries you will see a
spectacular avenue of these trees.

No 3 Tidlian rﬂa(er

Alnus cordata, common name Italian alder, native to Corsica
and Southern Italy, introduced to UK c1820.

A beautiful, shaped tree with glossy

green leaves, note the winter interest, an
abundance of catkins.

You are in the centre of the Garden of Time,
a peaceful setting below the Ochil hills, visit
I in spring and summer when the garden is
' very colourful, a relaxing place to study in.

To find the next tree follow the track
around the golf course and pitches down
to the loch.

No 4 Oﬂk

‘ ' Quercus robur, common names, English

oak, pendunculate oak, European oak and
common oak, a native tree.

This is one of our magnificent heritage oak

trees growing on the edge of Airthrey loch.

Q. robur supports the highest biodiversity
of insect herbivores of any British plant
and once formed a third of all tree cover
in Britain.

No 5 Cheet (festrut

Castanea sativa, common name sweet chestnut another one of
our heritage trees, native to southern Europe, western Asia and
North Africa.

Thought to have been introduced to the
UK in Roman times, they have long been
naturalised here and are seen planted in
many parks and woodland.

Note its thick twisted bark, worth a further
visit in early summer when it is laden with
yellow catkins, long glossy green leaves which
turn yellow in the autumn.

Carry on round the loch path to the next tree.

No 7 Ceois Pine

Pinus sylvestris, common name Scots pine
Scotland’s national tree, a native of the
once extensive Caledonian pine forests.

This is a group of pines outside of the Wl ;
impressive new sports complex, follow the tfiﬁ ‘,- ;
loch path towards the boathouse, have f .
a rest on the log seat and enjoy one of
the best views on campus across the loch
over to the Dumyat, a favourite spot for
graduation photos.

Ne 1 Western Heplock

Tsuga heterophylla, common name Western hemlock.

Native to the Pacific temperate
rainforests of North America.

This graceful tree was introduced into
Scotland during the 19th century for
ornamental purposes.

You have just passed Pendreich
chalets where there is a hole in the
wall leading to Hermitage woods, if
you walk up the steps and climb to
the top of the woodland in late spring
your efforts will be rewarded by an
amazing carpet of bluebells.

No 10 Noble Fir

Abies procera, common name Noble fir.

Native to Western North America,
introduced to UK in 1830 by the famous
Scottish botanist and plant hunter

David Douglas.

This tree stands out because of its blue-
' green needle like leaves, its wood is
. used for general structure purposes
and paper manufacture and it’s also
now a popular Christmas tree.

You have come to the end of the tree walk, in the arboretum across
from Airthrey Castle. The arboretum is worth a visit on its own to
see the collection of evergreen and deciduous trees and the many
flowering trees and shrubs in late spring and summer. It is also home
to red squirrel and pine martin, you may also hear a woodpecker.



